2 Doctors Row
Longridge
Preston
Lancashire

PR3 3ES

31st March 2003

Dear Sir
I am writing this letter to bring to your notice my contact and
dealings with your organisation, job reference A70400.

I am an extremely keen exhibition vegetable grower and although I know
it appears quite sad, I am attempting to beat the existing world record for
the heaviest onion. This competition is fiercely contested each year and in
order to make a sporting attempt I decided to have electricity installed on
my allotment in Longridge. Many voices of concern were raised by the
"pub experts" about how poor my dealings would be with United Utilities
and how expensive and erratic the service would be.-

Imagine my surprise when | had cause to deal with Mr David Smalley.

His service and attitude have been nothing short of outstanding.
Throughout the whole process he kept me informed of how the installation
should take place, kept me up to date with developments and assisted me
in dealings with the sub contractors, Morrisons.

The process went badly wrong in respect of the sub contractors and was in
fact a total nightmare. Their total lack of regard, service delivery and
competence was breathtakingly bad and if I could punch the chairman of
Morrisons I gladly would! Due to their incompetence and ignorance I am
now unable to compete effectively in the aforementioned competition.
However this is not a letter about Morrisons but about Mr Smalley. He has
impressed me tremendously and is & credit to your organisation. He is
fully aware of the problems that have been encountered and has done
everything he could to assist me.

Can T place on record my thanks and appreciation for all Mr Smalleys
efforts. A true gentleman!

Yours sincerely
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Louis Robert Hunt
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World Record Onion Strain -
Ailsae

The Ailsae onions in the picture on
the right both weigh over 15lbs each.

Bred by Keith Foster of Exhibition
Seeds

80 seeds to a packet

Bred from a 3 way cross from bulbs
of the strains. Ailsa Craig, a strain I
had from Vince Throup, which
reached 6lb, 1%:0z ounces at
Harrogate in 1986 and was fourth.
The other strain was the variety. The
Kelsae, hence the name Ailsae

Registered in 1993 under trial name
of Ailsae by Exhibition Seeds.
Granted variety name in winter 1995,
It is the holder of the world record

) with 15lbs 15%0z

Mr. Mel Ednie of Anstruther grew the
bulb. Seed was supplied to him in
in1992 from a 10lb-140z bulb, which
was second at Worlds heaviest onion
challenge at Ashington.

The seed was subsequently mislaid
by him and found a year later in his
jacket pocket in his potting shed. He
then grew the seed from a sowing in
December 93 from which he grew the
world record bulb in 1994 of 12ibs
4onces when he beat Robert Holland
from Scotland-Ayrshire.

The following year he sowed seed
that was spare from the same batch I
gave him in 1992 and in the 1995
growing season he broke the world
record at Harrogate with Fifteen

pounds fifteen and a half ounces. °

: The bulb, which was responsible for
this, was Ironically beaten in 1991 at
Ashington by a bulb that Vin Troup
exhibited and was almost rotten on
the show bench. To this day I have
never understood that decision, but
weight, not quality rules at
Ashington.

The bulb I was second with, was a
superb heavy solid bulb, which was
quite unique that year, even when it
was growing in the bed. I knew it
was a special bulb and all the
resulting seed to this day has this
parentage in it.

http://www.exhibition-seeds.co.uk/acatalog/info_105.htm! 04/04/2012
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The world’s heaviest onion is judged
under the Guinness book of records
rules, they stipulate that the tops
must be removed and also the roots.

There have been bulbs heavier than
the above mentioned. A bulb
weighing 17Ib 2ounces at Ashington
in 1995 again grown by Mr. Mel
Ednie, but this included the top and
roots so was not recognized has the
world record. The variety again was
“Ailsae”

Here is a rundown of how the
weights have improved with time,
knowledge and variety since 1975...

1975 Alf Breed- 4lbs 15340z
1976 Jack Whieldon- 5lbs 100z
1977 Bob Rodger- 5lbs 1312
1978 Bob Charles- 4lbs 420z
1579 Graham White- 5lbs 5%20z
1980 Bob Rogers- 6lbs 20z
1981 Stan Hili- 7Ibs 60z

1982/83 Joe McKenzie- 6lbs 70z and
7lbs 3120z

1984 Stuart Shakshaft- 7lbs 7V20z
1984 (oct) Bill Rodgers 7Ibs 11340z
1985 Bill Rodgers- 6lbs 14120z
1986 Vin Throup- 7lbs 420z
1987 Ivor Mace- 8lbs 4%20z

1988 Keith Foster- 9lbs 2340z Variety
(Ailsae)

1989 Vince Throup - 9lbs 110z
1990 Vince Throup- 10lbs 140z
1991 Peter Glazebrook- 10lbs 9%0z
1992 Robert Holland- 11lbs 20z
1993 Robert Holland- 11lbs 1340z

1994 Mel Ednie- 12lbs 40z (Ailsae)

htne//aarar evhibhitionoceade on 1il-/acatalac/infa 105 himl NANANDNTD
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1995 Mel Ednie- 15lbs 15%0z
Existing world record Variety (Ailsae)

1996 Mel Ednie- 13lbs Variety
(Ailsae)

1997 Mel Ednie- 13lbs 30z Variety
(Ailsae)

1998 Donald Kay 13lbs 8%ao0z Variety
(Ailsae)

1999 Eric Walker- 11lbs 8oz Variety
(Ailsae)

2000 Vin Throup- 10lbs 720z Variety
(Ailsae)

2001 W Lamb 12lbs 1030z Variety
(Ailsae)

2002 Vin Throup 11lbs 15%o0z
Variety (Ailsae)

2003 Louis Hunt 11lb 150z
2004 W Lamb 13Ib 120z

2005 John Sifford 16lbs 8.370z
current world record

2006 Jack Newbold 15Ibs 9.750z
2007 Barbara Cook 13lbs 5.50z
2008 Peter Glazebrook 14lbs 110z
2009 Peter Glazebrook 14ibs 10 oz

2010 Peter Glazebrook 15lbs 9 oz
Back
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